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Who We Are 
  

From different disciplines and different campuses, we come together through the 
Georgetown Environment Initiative to address many of the world’s most urgent 

ecological and social challenges. 

 Research  

We believe that research on the environment sits at the interfaces of academic fields.                                                                                                                                                                                                    
We are committed to seeding interdisciplinary faculty research efforts to deepen 

socio-scientific understanding of our dynamic world. 

Action  

We believe that those who understand the ecological and social challenges cannot sit 
on the sidelines.    

We are committed to collaborating with communities, businesses, NGOs, and 
governments to advance solutions that protect and improve our planet. 

 Building Capacity 

 We believe in cura personalis — the education of the whole person.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 We are committed to building leadership in tomorrow’s scientists, public servants, 
and business community by nurturing our students’ curiosity, collaboration, social 

responsibility, risk-taking, and resilience. 

 
 



Research 

What We Do 
Our Strategy: Invest in Networks to Seed New Directions  

Douglas Howard  
Program in Science, Technology,              

and International Affairs                
Georgetown University 

John McNeill 
History 

Georgetown University 

Lena Bichell  
environmental biology major 

Georgetown University 

Timothy Beach 
Geography and the Environment 
The University of Texas at Austin   

Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach 
Geography and the Environment 
The University of Texas at Austin   

 

Samantha Krause 
doctoral student  

Geography and the Environment 
The University of Texas at Austin   

GEI Pilot Grant 
Jökulhlaups in the Modern World: 

Environmental and Policy Implications 
of Catastrophic Flooding 

NSF RAPID Grant 
Monitoring the glacial-outburst flood 

(jökulhlaup) resulting from the eruption 
of Barðarbunga Volcano, Iceland 

Seed Interdisciplinary Efforts for Impact 

Photo by Sheryl Luzzadder-Beach 



Research 

What We Do 

Professor Karah Knope 
Clare Booth Luce  

Assistant Professor of Chemistry 
 

Structural science to understand the 
migration of uranium through soil and to 
enable remediation of organic pollutants 

GEI Graduate Grant-in-Aid 
Alyssa Adcock 

Synthesis and characterization of 
bismuth(III)-organic photocatalyst for 

environmental remediation 

GEI Undergraduate Fellowship 
Chris Rom 

Structural characterization of An(IV)-
carboxylic ligand interactions relevant 

to environmental transport of actinides  

Investing in Excellence – the Next Generation 

Our Strategy: Invest in Networks to Seed New Directions  



Research Action 

What We Do 

Capacity 
Building 

The Georgetown University Energy Prize 

Prof. Francis Slakey and 
team energize 
community involvement 
in the race to save the 
most energy 
 
$5 million to winning 
community! 
 
A bottom-up strategy to 
instill environmental 
awareness and 
stewardship  
 
 
 
 
 
 

Our Strategy: Invest in Networks to Seed New Directions  



Research Action 

What We Do 

Secretary’s Climate and Clean Energy Investment Forum 
October 2015 

 
 

Partnering with the U.S. Department of State, we are convening government officials, 
industry leaders, investors, and thought leaders from the energy and financial sectors  

to mobilize the private sector to help drive climate solutions. 

Capacity 
Building 

Our Strategy: Invest in Networks to Seed New Directions  



Capacity 
Building 

Research Action 

What We Do  
Create a Dynamic System 

Accelerate and deepen 
interdisciplinary research       
by building networks that 
cultivate collaboration and     
by seeding exploration and 
experimentation 
 
Advance solutions that  
protect and improve the 
quality of life on earth by 
collaborating with NGOs, 
businesses, local communities, 
and governments 
 
Build leadership in tomorrow’s 
scientists, public servants,    
and business community by 
deepening students’ 
engagement 
 
 
 
 

Seminar series 

Planning grants 

Collaborative grants 

GEI-MDI research pilot grants 

Student funding support 

Fellows program 

Master’s degree programs 

Partnership grants 



Research Capacity 
Building 

Action 

Where We Work 
The Right Environment 

Campus  
 

Georgetown has the breadth and depth of world-class scholarship across disciplines through 
its College, School of Foreign Service, Law Center, School of Business,  

Medical Center, School of Public Policy, and School of Continuing Studies. 

 

Culture  
 

Through its strategic location and its long history of ethical engagement in the community 
and world, Georgetown extends its campus into Washington, DC, to connect                          

the research and policy-making communities on a national and international level. 

 

Leadership  
 

Georgetown’s President, Provost, and Deans are committed to breaking down disciplinary 
silos, building interdisciplinary and joint-degree programs, and refining tenure incentives to 
enable Georgetown faculty and students to pursue interdisciplinary research and training.  




